
Update 30, written June 12, 2018 
NOTE: my email addresses:  You may use either of my email addresses.  I check both at least once a 
day.  Crimeakid@gmail.com   or  junejohnson@cmfi.org 
In regards to: junecjohnson@cs.com    I have discontinued the use of this 3rd email address so please do not use it. 
Thank you! 
 
Back in Kiev   I arrived back in Ukraine on Saturday about 3pm.  Other then a 45 min delay in Paris due to fog, the trip 
went smoothly, there were no problems with customs and my bag arrived.  Thank you Lord!  Slugging through the 
thick fog of jet leg now…ugh. Yesterday I found out that you can get a lot done when you wake up at 2am and work 
until 9pm! But, I’m looking forward to my nights and days getting switched around by the end of the week.     
 
The first 2 weeks of my trip I spent in Oregon with my family. One week was busy with appointments, shopping, 
prepping a shipment of supplies to send to Ukraine and the opportunity to share about the ministry with 3 
churches.  I felt honored by how so many chose to come and that some folks had traveled a long ways so as to be able 
to attend.   To hear their questions and understand how closely they followed the ministry was humbling. 
 
Mothers day weekend was special with amazing weather and the family together.  I enjoyed several delightfully 
unscheduled days - so fun just to hang out.  Good by was hard.  I just had to keep reminding myself that this time - 
these 2 weeks - should not have been.  Had it not been for the invitation by Joni and Friends and that they paid for my 
ticket….I would not have come to the states.  As it was, this time with family was a sweet gift from God. 
 
On May 20th I flew south for my time at the Joni and Friends main office.  Due to high winds that caused 1/2 of the 
runways to be shut down in San Fransico, my trip from Portland to Los Angles took as long as flying from Kiev to 
Portland.  BUT, the main thing is that I and my bag got there safe. 
 
Joni    The first 10 days at the main office was like trying to drink out of a fire hose. SO much information! I 
participated in the Leadership Summit and met with heads of various departments at the main office and, begin to 
understand the multiple levels of outreaches this ministry is involved in.   
 
Wheels for the World - sending wheelchairs and the Gospel around the world 
Christian family retreats for families that live with disabilities - in the USA and around the world 
TV programs 
Radio programs 
Responding to the letters, emails and phone calls and providing encouragement, information and resources to people 
with disabilities. 
The Christian Institute on Disability (CID)- preparing leaders for ministry amount those affected by disability. 
Cause4Life - an internships that provide ministry training with hands on experience 
Equipping church for disability ministry  
Heightening disability awareness and training around the world 
 
During my time I established a resource library for the special needs work in Ukraine; wrote a Ukraine fact sheet for 
future teams coming to work; learned more about the history of work this ministry has in this country as well as 
current contacts/work/projects; and, was able to share about the special needs ministry that I am involved in in Kiev. 
 
Then, along with the administrator of CID, I flew on to MN. There we met with a missions organization and 2 Christian 
universities. On June 5th, we met with University of Northwestern - St. Paul. Along with the provost and Dean of 
Nursing, there were the directors of 7 other departments. It was during this meeting that the vision began to clear for 
me. Exactly 5 months ago I had been contacted by Joni and Friends and for all this time I’ve been walking in a storm of 
questions. CMF didn’t have the answers, Joni and Friends couldn’t tell me and God chose remain quiet to use this 
situation as a chance to grow my trust.  Again and again the thought has been - I don’t know if this is going to work 
but let’s just do the next step. 
 



But on the 5th, and even more on the 6th, the questions suddenly had answers and I was so glad that I had kept 
going.  I was so grateful that I had not turned away just because I didn’t understand. I’ve been invited/asked to be the 
logistics person for teams of university students coming to Ukraine through Joni and Friends for short term mission 
trips.  These teams will be working in various areas of the country but always related to local church outreaches 
to those affected by disabilities.  The first team is a group of nursing students coming in March 2019 from University 
of Northwestern - St. Paul.   
 
It honestly feels overwhelming, as God sized plans always do. I sense that God wants to use me to strengthen the 
outreach to those affected by disability throughout the church in Ukraine…a bridge over which the wealth of 
information and teaching that Joni and Friends already has can cross over.  I don’t yet know how all of this is going to 
play out.  But, there are some things I am sure of….I am not moving or changing organizations.  No. I’ll stay put and 
continue doing much of the same - only keeping all of Ukraine in mind. Really the only thing that has changed is that I 
now have more responsibilities.  
                                                                            "Sometimes God allows what He hates to accomplish 
what He loves.” 
 
I was 2 when Joni was 17 - the year she had her diving accident that left her a quadriplegic. Her book that she had 
written about her accident, “Joni”, was published when I was 11.  But, I first heard about her when I was 
15.  Someone gave me a copy of Joni’s book and I remember stuffing it away.  At the time, I was busy being angry 
with God about my own disabilities and honestly didn’t want anyone to try and change how I felt. It was 
years  later…sometime in my 30’s when I first read her book. 
 
In the mean time Joni had established a ministry called, 'Joni and Friends.' Their vision is to accelerate 
Christian ministry in the disability community.  The ministry exits to communicate the Gospel and equip Christ-
honoring churches worldwide to evangelize and disciple people affected by disabilities.  They were busy doing that 
when they ‘touched' my life again while I was still in Crimea.  The first year I served as a camp nurse at the special 
needs camp outside of Yalta, they accepted several of our campers who were in horrible or hopelessly small 
wheelchairs.  Only after our campers returned - all 4 in beautiful perfectly fitting wheelchairs did I understand what 
happened.  A “Wheels for the World” outreach had been going on in a nearby city and they had graciously included 
us. 
 
Then last October several of us attended the ‘Beyond Suffering’ conference in Lutsk for which Joni and Friends 
provided the main speakers for and helped sponsor.  Thanks to a movie night that Jamie held at the church this 
winter, I watched Joni’s movie for the first time.  Joni is now 68. She has spent 51 years in her wheelchair and I had 
the privilege of meeting her in person in May. 
                            “God wants to use our lives as blackboards upon which He chalks marvelous 
lessons about Himself.” 
 
Where the world sees useless, imperfect and hopeless - God see a blackboard.  The only question remaining is 
it’s availability. In Joni, I see another real life lesson reminding me of how God’s plans are always vastly bigger than 
ourselves.  And, not just Joni but look at the life of Nic Vujicic or Tanya K’s son Vlad.  One has useless limbs, the other 
has no limbs and Vlad only has 1 hemisphere of his brain.  They should not have made a difference. 
 
When you are an available instrument in His hand, what God will do through your life will not equal who you 
are.  No. When you are an available instrument in His hand, what God will do through your life will be equivalent to 
who He is.    God has taken the hard & horrible…the pain & all it’s pieces and used 16 year old Vlad to reach already 
230 families with the Good News. Joni and Nic have reached people for and with the love of Christ literally all over the 
world. Available blackboard lives chalked with God’s character and truth.  In His hands, you makes a difference….a 
difference that is utterly disproportionate to who you are.  
 

"Real satisfaction comes not in understanding God's motives,  
but in understanding His character,  

in trusting in His promises,  



and in leaning on Him and resting in Him as the Sovereign who knows what He is doing and does all 
things well." 

 
 

 http://www.joniandfriends.org/            
 
Life Without Limbs // Nick Vujicic 
https://www.lifewithoutlimbs.org/ 
 

My cousin Kieth, my sister Jenny and brother Matthew in Gearhart, OR on Mother’s Day 
weekend. 

 

 


